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ABOUT THE BOOK

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lat’s Kampung Boy is a timeless favourite of millions
of readers in Southeast Asia. With masterful economy worthy of Charles Schultz, Lat recounts the life
of Mat, a Muslim boy growing up in rural Malaysia
in the 1950s: his adventures and mischief-making,
fishing trips, religious education, and work on his
family’s rubber plantation.
Meanwhile, the traditional
way of life in his village (or
kampung) is steadily disappearing, with tin mines and
factory jobs increasingly overtaking the village’s agricultural way of life. When Mat
himself leaves for boarding
school, he can only hope
that his familiar kampung
will still be there when
he returns.
This delightful autobiographical graphic novel is
hilarious and affectionate, with brilliant, super-expressive artwork that opens a window into ordinary
Malay life. Such is the affection for this book in his
native Malaysia, Lat has been honoured as one
of that country’s national treasures, entitled to
the honorary title, Datuk.

Mohammad Nor Khalid was
born on 5 March 1951 and
is a celebrated cartoonist
in Malaysia. Known as Lat,
many of his cartoons appear in the editorial pages
of the Malaysian national
newspaper, New Straits
Times.
One of the most beloved
cartoonists in Southeast
Asia, Lat published his first work when he was just
thirteen years old. He has received numerous awards,
including, in 1994, the prestigious Malaysian honorific title Datuk. Most recently he was honored by
the Malaysian Press Institute with their Special Jury
Award, given to ‘those who have contributed significantly to journalism and society and have become an
institution in their own right.’ He is famous throughout
Malaysia.
Editions of Kampung Boy, his
most celebrated work, have
appeared in France, Germany and the US. Written
originally in English, the
book has sold countless
thousands of copies.
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